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Curriculum Links
Understanding Life Systembteeds and Characteristics of Living Things

General Information: Children learn at a young age about all sorts of different kinds of animals. Unfortunately
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have provided some simple resources that can be used to cover curriculum topics while also learning about

creatures found right here in Ontario. These are just a few examples of how you can incorporate Ontario

species into your curriculum. We have also provided some simple worksheets on the following pages.

Section 1: Relating Science and Technology to Society and the Environment

1.1: Identify personal action that they themselves can take to help maintain a healthy environment for living things,

including humans.

Example ActivityThere are 8 different turtlepecies in Ontario. Seven of them are now considered species at risk, which
means that they are disappearing at an alarming rate. By the time these children are at retirement age, there may not &
any turtles left at all in significant portions of our giece. One of the major threats to turtles is road mortality. Students
can learn about turtles and how to safely remalvem from the road (with adulelp). Leaving turtles (and any wild
creatures) in the wild is also important. In the wild turtles arke &b reproduce and create morerties to increase the
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1.2: Describe changes or problems that could result from the loss of some kinds of living things that are part of everyday

life, taking different points of view into consideration.

Example ativity: Discuss what would happen if someone killed all the snakes or they all died. Some people who dislike
shakes may be happy at first, however snakes are an importanoptré environment and they help cook

populations ofmice and small rodents. They also provide food for lots of other creatures. Foxes, racoon and hawks all v
eat a tasty snake if it is available.

Section 3: Understanding basic Concepts

3.1: Identify environment as the area in which something or someone exists or lives.

3.2: Identify the physical characteristics of a variety of plants and animals.

3.4: Describe the characteristics of a healthy environment, including clear air and water and nutritious food, and explain

why it is important for all living things to have a healthy environment.
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Turtle or Eagirn Foxsnake as an examghat way the students are not onlearning about the basic concepts but also
about a new creature. Information about these animals can be found in the information sheets on the Reptiles at Risk
website.

3.5: Describe how showing care and respect for all living things helps to maintain a healthy environment.

ExampléActivity: Students could each learn about one Ontario reptile and come up with one way that we can help them
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people who live near them. People kill snakes wrongly thinking they are harmful, or run over turtles on the road becaus
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the wid. By learning about these creatures and showing respect for, ttld@fdren can have a direct impaand help to
maintain a healthy diverse environment.
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Understanding Life Systembteeds and Characteristics of Living Things

Section2: Developing Investigation and Communication Skills

2.2: Investigate and compare the basic needs of humans and other living things, including the need for air, water, food,

warmth, and space using a variety of methods and resources.

We all needthe same thingsic Answer Sheet

5N} ¢ + tfAyS G2 YIFIOK ¢gKIG &2dz ySSR G2 fA@S
You! .t FYRAY
(Draw a picture of yourself)
Some things you need:
A place to live Air to breathe

A place to sleep

Things to eat @

Air to breathe — "~

&S
« N /
Things to keep you warm

Reeds and Plants
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We all need the same things!

Draw a line to matchwhatyouneSR G2 t A @S gAGK KIG tSGNX GKS .t

for you.
You! .t FYRAY
(Draw a picture of yourself)
Some things you need: Some things Petra needs:
A place to live Q;\Q‘ Air to breathe

D &2

A place to sleep

&E‘ Insects and Crayfish

Sunshine

(f \)

Things to keep you warm Reeds and Plants

Petral
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yellow chin and a mouth that makes her look like she is smiling. She can pull her arms, legs and head into her shell to
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like Petra by protecting and cleaning up ponds where turtles live, and helping turtles across the road ¢ always be sure to
get an adult to help you! Never take a turtle home as a pet though, they like their pond a lot better than your house.

Petra s a pretty neat turtle.
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