Reptiles at Risk on the Road Conservation through Education 2009

Grade4

Curriculum Links:
Understanding Life Systembtabitats and Communities

General Informationtt is important that students learn about creatures found around them so that they can
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reptiles are considered species atkridlanyof the problems that they encounter are with people who know

little about them or misunderstand them. By teaching our children about these creatures at an early age,
perhaps we can help to protect what is left of their populations. Below are a&f&amples of how to work
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included as wel even just using them in examples helps introduce students to these wonderful creatures. We
have also providedome simple activity sheets on the following pages.

Section 1: Relating Science and Technology to Society and the Environment

1.1:Analyse the positive and negative impacts of human interactions with natural habitats and communities.

1.2: Identify reasos for the depletion or extinction of a plant or animal species, evaluate the impacts on the rest of the
natural community, and propose possible actions for preventing such depletion or extinctions from happening.
Example Activitya | Y& 2 F h y & aréldorsifeied dpEciediariskSThere are 8 different turtle species in Ontario.
Seven of them are now considered species at risk, which means that they are disappearing at an alarming rate. By the
time these children are at retirement age, there may m®@any turtles left at all in significant portions of our province.

One of the major threats to turtles is road mortality. Students can learn about turtles and how to safely remove them
from the road. Leaving turtles (and any wild creatures) in the widsio important. In the wild turtles are able to

reproduce and create more turtlesitwrease or maintaithe populationi KS& Ol y Qi R2 GKA& Ay
Students could choose one Ontario reptile and study the positive and negative ways in widols hte affecting the

reptiles and their habitats.

Section3: Understanding Basic Concepts

3.7: Describe structural adaptations that allow plants and animals to survive in specific habitats.

ExampleActivity: Students can investigate the shape of snakad turtlesand how it helps them in their environment. A
aylr18Qa aklk LS SylofSa Xgoundhdwedet sbrieisiiakes I&ertife Blaok RapShake ard shapef
like a loaf of bread which gives them edges running along their body toenetiggaps in tree bt enabling them to

climb trees! Turtles have webbed feet to help them swim; those that swim faster or further have more webbing betweer
their toes. Turtles also have shells to protect them, however the softshell turtle has a |ledwbieigstead of a hard

shell.

3.8: Explain why changes in the environment have a greater impact on specialized species than on generalized specie
ExampléActivity: Students can investigate the reasons why certain reptiles are species at risk wdriteastimot. For

example Eastern Gartemakes are a very generalized species that is easily able to adapt to living in city gardens. Easter
Foxsnakes are found inree of the same areas as Gadpakes, however they are bound to forested shorelines argl th

are having problems because of deforestation in those areas.
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Section2: Developing Investigation and Communication Skills

2.2: Build food chains consisting of differentmikaand animals, including humans.

Section 3: Understanding basic Concepts

3.2: Demonstrate an understanding of food chains as systems in which energy from the sun is transferred to producers
and then to consumers.

Food Chaing Answer Sheet
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Placethe following things into the food chain below:
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Fill in the food chain below using information from the internet, books or Reptiles at Risk resq@idesnore links if

you need to.)
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Food Chains

Place thefollowing things into the food chain below: ’
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Squirrel

Primary Consumers
Grass
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Fill in the food chain below using information from the internet, book&eptiles at Risk resourcé&dd more links if
you need to)
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Black Ratsakes
Black Ritsnakes ar¢he longest snakes in Canada! They can grow up to twioceamalf metres long. BlaclaRnakes love to climb
trees, in fact theyneedtrees to survive. Blacka®snakes are an endangered species partly because most of the trees have been cut
down in the plaes where they usetb live. We can help BlaclkaiBnakes and other forest creatures by protecting the forests where
they live.
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ponds where turtles live, and helping turtles across the rdéeler take a turtle home as a pet though, thieltheir pond a lot
better than your house.
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